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today we don’t have time to go into
detail as to what patterns are

wmy focus is on why | am interested
in pattern languages, specifically, to
7 help develop a vocabulary for the 7

why the 06"&# do w e need ano ther
pattern language?




Why do people de velop patt ern languages?

» Alexander: “describes the core of the solution to
[a] problem ”

» van Welie: “| try to capture every bit of good design
that | encounter”

» Design of Sites: “The patterns examine solutions to
these problems”

» Jennifer Tidwell: “captures design wisdom gleaned
from many diverse sources”




My int erest in patterns

» for all these, and typically, the emphasis is
“Pattern Language”

» for me, it is “Pattern Language ”




My int erest in patterns

»here’s why




what Oshis?




average W3C member home page

courtesy dean jac kson




what do w e call?

skip to content

web standards software and learning conkack
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HOME STYLE MASTER LEARNING

HOME STYLE MASTER LEARMNING SUPPORT DOWNLOAD:

GET SUPPORT: FAQ

Tech support. Get help when Style Master isn't working as it should. | tech suppart

|- how touse style master

How to use Style Master. Help with using the features of the application ;
: oY d Pe should I buy style master?

Should [ buy Style Master? Does Style Master do what you need to do? Is it the tool for you? can [ Q'Et a hard CDPV?
pricing & discounts

Can I get a hard copy? Chts, hard copy books, backups. how dol buy?
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Pricing and discounts. Valume pricing, education discounts, lab licenses, extra licenses. where's ATy purChaSE?
upgrading guestions

How do I buy? Payment methods. lost software & courses

Where's my purchase? Haven't received your software/courses/receipt? Problems downloading?

Upgrading guestions. Need to upgrade or think you missed out on a free upgrade?

Lost software and courses. Meed to download again?

copyright 1997-2005 | western civilisation pty. ltd. | privacy
H¥HTML 1.0 | C55




a chunk by any other name

» NO ohe knows




a chunk by any other name

» how do | know this?

» | went looking




out googling google

» semantic search engine

» using the semantics found in developers use of
class and id attributes

» searched ~1400 sites, “close to” zeldman.com and
stopdesign.com




Maybe?

» 0SMOSIis, COnscious or unconscious emulation,
even morphic resonance

» a semantic “pidgin” might emerge
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google is safe for the time being

4203 id values appeared once only on any site
4325 class values appeared once only

2 class values appeared in > 100 sites

no id values appeared in > 100 sites




emergent semantics?

» unlike Tagging and folksonomies there is no
elective emergent semantics in web design and
development - in the markup of pages and sites




» Developers are using the class and id attributes
to add “ad hoc” semantics

» what kinds of semantics are developers interested
in?

salvaging fr om the wreckage
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emergent semantics -id values

footer
header
content
logo
search
main
banner
container
Top
sidebar
nav
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left

right
menu
Copyright
page
topmenu
toptabs
links
breadcrumbs
title
havigation
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emergent semantics -class values

navigation
title

help
footer
content
section
menu
text

nav

main
header
copyright
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hdr
headline
search
links
topmenu
left
right
center
logo
bodytext
leftnav
topnav




naviaation nav tonnav linkg

header , banner, top, title, logo, headline,
hdr

container |, page

footer , copyright




Architecture
_|_

havigation




So?

developers are using the class and id attributes
of HTML to add pseudo semantics

there is a fair degree of consensus about the kinds
of things we are working with

there is little real consensus about what these
things are actually called

echoed in more bespoke work by Andy Clark,
Francois Briatte as well as lan Hickson at
code.google




are we a discipline?

Fundamental to any science or
engineering discipline is a common
vocabulary for expressing its
concepts , and a language for
relating them together

Brad Appleton




Wher e will t his vocabular y come from?

» XHTML2?
» HTML5?

» W3C?

» Someone else?




If | am not for myself, who shall be f or me?

» the microformats project has shown that the

cooperative standardization semantics for the web
can work

» it has developed mechanisms for extending the
semantics of HTML using the existing features of
the language




If | am only for myself, what am |?

» Webpatterns is a project for naming things - the
structures and implicit semantics of current web
practice

» it considers what developersdo - not what they
should do, or maybe one day will do

» it takes a pattern language approach to identifying
commonly used features of webpages, websites

and webapps probably amenable

to navigational,
data, rhetot:ical

- KNfUo VL




Some features of pattern languages

patterns are generative - patterns often comprise
smaller patterns, which in turn comprise still
smaller patterns

small patterns often work together to create more
complex patterns.

there should be some kind of systematic
structure , or “grammar” to a pattern language.

In this way it is a language , and not simply a
collection or library




Where are we at?

» initially about identifying classes of patterns , not
patterns themselves

» as web sites and pages are hierarchically
structured, it makes sense that one way of
organizing the language is hierarchically

» In a sense, it’s like a OO class hierarchy, but rather
than top to bottom inheritance, it’s based on ,
show the diagram

bottom to top  association or aggregation and read the
comments




the language as hier archy - a brst sab

the relationships are
associative - patterns
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atterns patterns page layou
P (semantics) patterns

user
interaction
patterns

hlerarch y page identit content rhetoric page dat form
strategies
patterns patterns patterns patterns patterns
patterns
r— —— patterns

main subsidiary
content content microformats data table
patterns patterns patterns
—

subsidiary page

S I mp I e site content housekeepin

patterns patterns




the language - patt erns related by role

» patterns belonging to different classes may still
play the same role.

» Another way of visualizing the language is to
group by role.




example roles

container
nhavigation

visual identity / branding

user interaction




Specibc patterns

focussing on page layout patterns

important to distinguish between the what
something is and what something does

in HTML these are roughly analogous to class /id
and role (in XHTML 1.1/2)




3 columns why is this important?

POTTTES, [RITESS . RTRT” "°’j here we have three columns.
 Home ) it i el The left column is site
: havigation.
25 // It is a page layout
X component but it
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A CANADIAN FUNDRAISER/FOOD DRIVE TO FEED THOSE
IN NEED BOTH LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY

‘does” (plays the role of)
havigation

Act locally. Act Globally.

The Rice Raiser Campaign

The Rice Raiser is a youth mobilized community event
designed to feed people locally and globally at the same time.
The campaign is a focused project over a three week period
that runs thraugh schools from preschool level to post
secondary. Information about global hunger is provided and
students are encouraged to challenge their communities to
respond to the needs by donating rice and or funds.

sectionNav

All the rice that is collected stays in the community and helps
feed hungry people through the food banks. All the cash that

R X K X R X R e R R K K O R X KX XXX,

© Copyright 2006 Rice Raiser. All rights reserved. | Site Design by Bauhouse | Styles: default, alternate, none




3 columns
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Convention Management

relax, youre in safe hands

‘When you undertake to organise an international, national or
corporate conference or Congress, you are putting the image
and integrity of your business cn show for all to see.
Everything must be perfect, so it is reassuring to know that
you have an experienced, professional team at your disposal,
dedicated to making the task easier and more enjoyable.

Convention Management is New Zealand's longest established
professional conference organiser (PCO). In 19 years we have
organised over 300 successful national and international
meetings of all types and sizes, from small sympasiums to
major international congresses drawing several thousand
delegates.

Because every event Is unigue, we offer modular services
to tallor your conference to your exact specifications. You
may choose to entrust us with the entire process in a
comprehensive management role, or simply supplement your
own resources with specialised assistance.

subnavhome

Either way, we welcome the opportunity to discuss your
individual requirements and help you create a truly first class
conference experience.

Convention Management is a founding member of Conventions
& Incentives NZ, a member of the Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch Convention Bureaus.

e
e & CONVENTIONS W
& INCENTIVES g
{ NEW ZEALAND |
=
Meetings & bvents Australla
EVINH IO T A

2001-2007 Convention Management Services Ltd. All rights reserved
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in this case the left
column is the plays the
same roles as in the
previous case, but the
right column plays a
different role




3 columns

» both are three column pages with header and
footer

» but the left and right columns play different roles

» One element or page construct can in fact be an
instance more than one pattern at the same time

» the insight here is to distinguish “roles” from

“types” - what something does from wj ®

for example, left
and right column,

» commonly the focus is on type alone | header footer




navigation patt erns

site level navigation
|

LEARN CSS AND WEB STANDARDS

Since 1998 Westciv has hosted one of the best places on the web to learn CSS and web standards. Dave Shea,
of CSS Zen Garden fame calls it "the place to learn CS5".

section

site level navigation
popular

convert legacy code
CSS EDITOR style your blog

rule the world le-l"s ﬁ"ish Wi‘l'h some examples

Whether you are a beginner with no CS5 experience who wants to learn how, all the way to an expert who wants
to deepen your knowledge, you'll find what you need here.

validate
y ebug layouts > . il'ﬁCﬁDﬂﬁ
@ Styl e ma Ste r mana(:;ebblgglst’;Ie sheets A L“id maryie |

all have roles of navigation

made with £ 1997-2006 | western civilisation pty. itd. | privacy h
style XHTML 1.0 | CSS ot QVS?
—t master
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role=OnavigationO




page ar chitecture patterns

header
1'Q i

secondary

tertiary content(main content content

all have roles of
‘container”

footer

role=OcontainerO




aggr egation of patt erns

header

hopefully see how this works with the

structural nature of HTML/Web pages/

Web sites

how it can help identify the individval

elements of a page and so ultimately help

l(;s nawe things, and identify what they
0

Ofiom little thin gs, blg | This shows the potential of patterns to

generate whole sites consisently and
meaningfully




itOs a long vay to the shop

» there is a long long way to go
» you can
» help refine the overall language structure

» contribute examples of different kinds of pattern

» make naming suggestions for those patterns




the wisdom of t he crowd

» webpatterns.org/wiki/

» webpatterns.org/wordpress/

» webpatterns.org/discuss/




more reading

» the original research

» http://westciv.typepad.com/dog_or_higher/
2005/11/real_world_sema.html

» patterns

» http://westciv.typepad.com/dog_or_higher/
2005/11/webpatterns_and.html

» semantics

» http://microformatique.com/?page_id=109
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thank you

john@westciv.com

http://webpatterns.org

john allsopp
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